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Sifted For Service 


By REV. SAM MORRIS 
Del Rio, Texas 


Do you believe that a man can 
walk south and go north at the 
Same time? 


In 1928 Mrs. Morris and I at- 
tended the World’s Baptist Alliance 
in Toronto, Canada. On our way 
up from Texas we went to Niagara 
Falls, then took the ferry across 
to Toronto. While going across I 
walked from the front of the ship 
to the rear and in so doing I 
walked south but I was going north 
at the same time. In freight yards 
I have frequently watched brake- 
men walk from the engine. south 
along the top of the string of cars 
toward the caboose but all the time 
they were going north. So it is 
quite frequently in our lives as 
Christians. So far as we personally 
are concerned, we seem to be 
walking south out of the will of 
God but it afterwards proves that 
we are traveling north by the will 
of God. Abraham’s experience in 
Egypt, Jacob’s experience in Sha- 
lem, Moses’ experience in the des- 
ert, and David's sin of adultery 
and murder were not altogether 
useless to God. By recording those 
experiences and heart-breaks in the 
Bible, God has helped subsequent 
humanity. And concerning Sam- 
son's falling in love with the wrong 
sweetheart, we read: 

- “But -his- father and his | 
mother knew not that it was 
of the Lord, that he sought an 
occasion against the Philis- 
tines; for at that time the 
Philistines had dominion over 
Israel” (Judges 14:4). — 


And Jacob’s sons selling Joseph 
seemed a terrible deed, but con- 
cerning that we read: 


“And God sent me before 
you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance. 


“So now it was not you that 
sent me hither, but God” (Gen, 
45:7, 8). 

Jonah’s disobedience provided the 
Lord with a wonderful, concrete 
prophecy of His own death, burial 
and resurrection. God overrules 
our backslidings to His glory in 
ways beyond our comprehension. 


Simon Peter’s experience is a 
case in point. We read in Luke 22: 
31, 32: 

“And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: 


“But I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and 


when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.” 


The Concession 


The Bible reveals the solemn fact 
that God concedes to Satan the 
privilege of sifting, harassing and 
humiliating the saints. “Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that.he may sift you 
as wheat,” and the original Greek 
makes it even stronger. It is real- 
ly, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
has obtained you by asking for 
you...” Here was apostle num- 
ber one whom God gave Satan the 
privilege of thwarting, humiliating 
and causing to sin. 

Turn to the book of Job and you 
find the same concession. We are 
told that Job was one of the great- 
est men of the East, wealthy, con- 
secrated and steadfast and that 
against him Satan brought the ac- 
cusation that he served God be- 
cause God had blessed him with 
material plenty, a happy family, 
and many friends, In other words, 
Satan charged that Job was serv- 
ing God because it was profitable 
to him to serve God. And so he 
challenged God: 

“But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curse thee 
to thy face” (Job. 1:11). 

God responded to this challenge 
by giving Satan the privilege of 
taking away Job’s. property. and 
possessions and said to Satan: 

“Behold, all that he hath is 
in thy power; only upon him- 
self put not forth thine hand’”’ 
(Job 1:12). 

So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord, took away 
Job’s oxen, took away Job’s sheep, 
took away Job’s camels, took away 
Job’s children, took away all that 
Job had. It was a concession that 
God made to Satan. 


God had drawn the line at let- 
ting Satan touch Job personally, so 


“Skin for skin, yea, all that 
a man hath will he give for his 
life. 

“But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse thee 
to thy face” (Job 2:4, 5). 

And to this challenge God re- 
sponded by saying: 

“Behold, he is in thine hand; 
but ‘save his life” (Job 2:6). 
In each instance God told Satan 

how far to go. He was at first ac- 
corded the privilege of taking the 
property and possessions of Job. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


The Joy of Intercession 


“Helping together by Prayer” — II Cor. 7:11. 


I like to feel that though on earth 
We never meet, 

Yet we may hold heart fellowship 
At God’s dear feet. 


I like to feel in all the work 
Thou hast to do, 

That I, by lifting hands of prayer, 
May help thee too. 


I like to think that in the path 
His love prepares. 

Thy steps may sometimes stronger prove 
Through secret prayers. 

I like to think that when on high 
Results we see, 

Perchance thou wilt rejoice that I 
Thus prayed for thee! 


— Selected. 


Can You Name Me? 


I never was guilty of wrong ac- 
tion. But on my account lives have 
been lost, trains have been wrecked, 
ships have gone down at sea, cities 
have burned, battles have been 
lost, and governments have failed. 


I never struck a blow nor spoke 
an unkind word, but because of me 
homes have been broken up, friends 
have grown cold, the laughter of 
children has ceased, wives have 
shed bitter tears, brothers and sis- 
ters have forgotten, and fathers 
and mothers have gone broken- 
hearted to their graves. 


I have intended no evil, but be- 
cause of me, talent and genius have 
come to naught, courtesy and 
kindness have failed, and the prom- 
ise of success and happiness has 
yielded sorrow and disaster. 


I have no color except black, no 
sound but just my silence, no cause 
for being myself, no progeny ex- 
cept grief and disaster. You may 
not on the instant call me by name, 
but surely you are personally ac- 
quainted with me. I am Neglect. 


In addition to all of the above 
things, I confess that I am caus- 
ing you to refrain from activity in 
the most important thing in your 
life, the salvation of your precious 
soul! 


The Lord Jesus Christ finished 
the work necessary for your sal- 
vation on Calvary’s Cross. Judg- 
ment was poured out upon Him. 
His preciouS Blood was shéd for 
many, for the remission of sins. He 
has been rajsed from among the 
dead and is now seated on the 
right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the Heavens. 

You have heard the Gospel mes- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


Humanity Before 
The Bar of Heaven 


By REV. CHARLES E. FULLER 


(Sermon preached Sunday night, 
October 27, 1940, over Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour Broadcast. 
Stenographically reported.) 


Take your Bibles and turn to 
the 3rd chapter of Romans and I 
will be ready in a few moments. 
Before I bring the message, I want 
the quartette to sing two verses of 
that wonderful song, “Wonderful 
Peace.” 


Humanity before the bar of 
Heaven! In Romans, chapter I to 
chapter 3, verse 8, we find certain 
declarations set forth, certain in- 
dictments, certain decrees, specific 
statements showing that all man- 
kind is guilty before God. In chap- 
ter 1, verse 18 to 32 we have the 
indictment relative to the outstand- 
ing sinner. When you read those 
verses you see that the natural 
man is guilty before God. In chap- 
ter 2, verses 1 to 16, we find in- 
dictments against the moral man 
who is likewise guilty before God. 
In chapter 2, verses 17 to 22, we 
find the self-righteous indicted, the 
Pharisee, the religious Jew of the 
Old Testament and unregenerate 
church members of the New Testa- 
ment. The one who knows some- 
thing of the Word of God, and 
knows not God, He too is guilty 
before God and comes short of the 
divine standard of the required 


-righteousness. Beginning with Ro- 


mans 3:9 and going to the end of 
the chapter, we have a verdict to 
man from the bench in the court 


MAR 


Satan comes back and challenges | 


, MOTHER OF OUR 
e LORD JESUS CHRIST 


By REV. WILLIAM J. Fox 


Pastor, The Galilee Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois 


(Both Protestants and Catholics will profit by reading this article 
which gives what the Catholic Church and the Bible say about the 


blessed Virgin Mary. — Editor) 


“The angel being come in, said unto her: Hail, full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women” (St. Luke 1:28). 


"Jesus Christ said to them: M 


mother and my brethren are they 


who hear the Word of God, and do it" (St. Luke 8:21, Douay Version). 


Approbation: 


James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore. 
MARY IS HIGHLY HONORED 


The most beautiful story ever told is the story of the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And a part of that beautiful story is the account 


of Mary, the Mother of our Lord. 


Mary was a pure, virtuous woman. 


Nothing is clearer in all the 


Word of God than this truth. Read the accounts of St. Matthew and 
St. Luke and you see her as she is—pure in body, pure in mind, humble 
under the hand of God, thankful for the blessing of God, having faith 
to believe the message from God, being wise to understand the purpose 


of God in her life. 


Mary was highly favored above all other women. It was her unique 
honor that she should be the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Son of God took His human form from her flesh and blood. Through 
her, God gave His most priceless gift to man. Blessed was Mary among 


women. 


But, though Mary be worthy of all honor as a woman favored of 
God above all others, and though she be indeed a splendid, beautiful, 
godly character, and though she be the mother of our Lord, Mary can 
neither intercede for us with God, nor can she save us, and certainly, 
we must not worship her. There is nothing clearer in the word of God 


"THE GLORIES OF MARY" 


By ST. ALPHONSUS DI LIGUORI 


than this truth. 


Approbation: 


Elias Fred. Schauer, Sup. Prov. Baltimorensis 
Diligently compared with the Word of God. 


Let us notice this truth as it is diligently compared with the teaching 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the Word of God. The following 
quotations are taken from the books, “The Glories of Mary” which were 


written by Cardinal Alphonse di Liguori, one of the 
Catholic Church, and the 


writers of the Roman 


eatest devotional 
ord of God taken 


from the Douay Version which is approved by James Cardinal Gibbons, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


room of Heaven. Here it is. In 


verse 9 we read: 


“What then? are we better 
than they? No, in no wise: for 
we have before proved both 
Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under sin.’ 


All are guilty before God! Now 
will you take your pencil and pa- 
per and jot these things down? 
Then you will remember the words 
after the close of. the broadcast for 
the Word remains after man’s 
voiée is silent. It is interesting to 
note these fourteen indictments of 
guilt falling under three heads or 
divisions in verses 10 to 18, 

First of all in verses 10 to 12 
God speaks as a Judge. In verses 
13 to 15 God speaks as a Physician. 
In verses 16 to 18 Paul speaks as 
a Divine Historian before God. As 
I give detailed exposition of these 
verses I want you to realize Paul 
gives us a God-given estimate of 
humanity, of the human heart 
which is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked. Of the 
fourteen horrible things spoken of 
here in these verses, first we find 
God giving us the truth about the 
unregenerate heart, that it is 
totally depraved. An unregenerate 
man needs to be born again and to 
have a new heart. How we 
to thank God, every one of us, for 
God loved us while we were yet 
sinners, lost, undone, without hope, 
blind, Hell-bound. He sent His only 
begotten Son to die in our stead, 
and He paid the penalty of our sin. 
He bought us back, He redeemed 
us and set us free from the bonds 
of sin and placed us as members 
of His family on the grounds of 
unmerited favor or grace. 

But now look at verses 10 to 12. 
God is speaking as a Judge. He 
sums up the case of humanity be- 


fore the bar of Heaven. Verse 10 ~ 


says: 
“As it is written, There is 
none righteous, no, not one.” 


That is, before God not one has 
the required standard of righteous- 
ness in himself. Search the records 
of human history, turn the pages 
of biographies of men and you will 
find there never yet appeared a 
righteous man, that is, a man who 
had attained to that standard God 
required for righteousness, and 
could prove it by clear evidences. 
Isaiah tells us, “we are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our right- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags; and 
we all do fade as a leaf: and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have tak- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


A Fine Tract 
For Catholics 


In this issue is printed the ar- 


ticle, “MARY, MOTHER OF OUR © 
LORD JESUS CHRIST,” by Rev. | 


William Fox, pastor of the Galilee 


Baptist Church, Chicago. You will | 


find it specially helpful for Cath- 


olics, we believe, since it is kind- © 


"And they cried, The Sword of the Hl ’ 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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ly, fair, scriptural, and quotes from . 


Catholic writers and from the @ 
Douay version of the Bible, the | 
Catholic version. It is printed asa © 
tract, and may be bought from ~ 
Pastor Fox at The Scripture Wit- 
ness League, 2011 Wellington, Chi- — 
cago, Illinois, for 25c per dozen, © 


$1.50 per hundred, postpaid. We 


mention this as a duty and to help § 
you, and make no profit from the” > 
announcement, except the joy of” 
helping spread this good message. | 


We are grateful for our bre 


Kindness in furnishing this fine 
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PAGE TWO 
Humanity Before the 


Bar of Heaven 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


en us away” (Isa. 64:6). There is 
none righteous, no, not one. 

And then in verse 11: “There is 
none that understandeth,’ that is, 
divine things. Oh! I wish I could 
drive that home to you, that the 
‘natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: nei- 
ther can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (I 
Cor. 2:14). Listen to the words of 
the Scripture: “Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them 
that love him” (I Cor. 2:9). Lis- 
ten to me, you may have the keen- 
est scientific eye and be able to 
penetrate into the mysteries hidden 
away in the scientific world, but 
when it comes to spiritual things, 
there is a great gap and a great 
gulf which cannot be crossed over 
except through Christ Jesus. You 
may have a fine scientific ear and 
be able to hear the wonderful 
things of men, but you will never 
understand the things of God un- 
til first of all you have experienced 
the new birth. Then it goes on in 
that chapter in First Corinthians 
and tells us how things are re- 
vealed, that is, they are revealed 
through the Holy Spirit. 


“There is none that understand- 
eth,” that is, divine things, and the 
moment you come to the saving 
knowledge of Christ, then the Holy 
Spirit reveals them to you, teach- 
es you and enlightens you. Let’s 
read verse 11 again: “There is none 
that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God.” The Judge 
is speaking. 

“Why,” you say, “this can’t be 
true. Look at the temples and 
Shrines in foreign lands, and the 
seekers who go there.” Yes, deep 
down in the human heart, men are 
seeking after something higher. 
Yes, there is a hunger on the part 
of humanity, but the answer is 
that the “things which the Gentiles 
Sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, 
and not to God: and I would not 
that ye should have fellowship 
with devils” (I Cor. 10:20). 


en.sin entered in the garden 
Adam, after sin be- 
came a reality, fled from the pres- 
ence of God. And there you find 
a seeking Saviour, saying, “Where 
art thou? Listen, not one man as 
yet ever sought after God. The 
Holy Spirit has drawn him, brought 
him, but the natural man is away 
from God. “There. is none that 
seeketh after God.”’ 


Now the 4th decision of Heav- 
en’s court is that there is universal 
‘apostasy. Notice the 12th verse: 
“They are all gone out of the way,” 
that is, gone aside from the way 
back to God which is through Je- 
sus Christ wha, said, “I am thé 
way, the truth, and the life; no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” That is, we have all gone 
aside, altogether become unprofit- 
able; there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one. Isaiah tells us, “All 
we like sheep have gone astray” 
(Isa. 53:6). “Ye are departed out 
of the way,” Malachi tells us. “Ye 
have caused many to stumble.” All 
unregenerated humanity has gone 
“out of the way” in_ universal 
apostasy, and are afar off, alien- 
ated, cut off from the life in Christ 
Jesus, without hope, without 
Christ, without God, dead in tres- 
passes and in sin. 

Will you notice something else 
in verse 12. “They are together 
become unprofitable,’ that is, use- 
less as far as God is concerned. 
Listen carefully. The word wn- 
profitable was used by the Greeks 
in the time the New Testament 
was written, referring (I don’t like 
to say it), but referring to rotten 
fruit, spoiled fruit, decayed fruit 
or whatever is utterly, irrevocably 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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MARY: Mothe 


Mary Is Given the Place 


Roman Catholic Church: 

“And SHE is truly made a media- 
tress of peace between sinners and 
God.” “Sinners receive pardon by 
...Mary ALONE.” — Pages 75, 76. 


“Mary is our life” ... ‘To under- 
stand why the holy Church makes 
us call Mary our life ... Mary 
then in obtaining this Grace for 
sinners by her intercession, thus re- 
stores them to life.” —Page 73. 
“He falls and is LOST who has not 
recourse to MARY.” — Page 87. 


Roman Catholic Church: 

“We. shall be heard more quickly 
. . » lf we have recourse to Mary 
and call on HER holy name, than 
we should be if we called on the 
Name of Jesus our Saviour.” 


“The holy church commands a 
WORSHIP peculiar to MARY.” 

— Page 127. 
“Many things ... are asked from 
God, and are not granted; they are 
asked from MARY, and are ob- 
tained” for “She ... is even Queen 
of Hell, and Sovereign Mistress of 
the Devils.” — Pages 134, 140. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


rt of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

Archbishop of Baltimore. The Editor’s notice says, ‘Everything that 
our saint has written is, as it were, a Summary 

on the subject that it treats: it is not an individual author; it is, so to 
speak, the church herself that speaks to us by the voice of her prophets, 
her apostles, her pontiffs, her saints, her fathers, her doctors of all 
nations and all ages. No other book appears to be more worthy of 
recommendation in this respect than ‘The Glories of Mary.’ ” 


Note the following deadly parallel: 


a of a Catholic tradition 


Belonging To Jesus Christ 


The Word of God: 

“For there is one God, and ONE 
Mediator of God and men, the MAN 
Christ Jesus.” —JI to Timothy 2:5. 


“CHRIST .. . is our life.” 

— To Colossians 3:4. 
“Whereby He is able also to Save 
forever them that come to God by 
HIM; always living to make inter- 
cession for us.”’— To Hebrews 7:25. 
“Jesus saith to him: I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No man 
cometh to the Father but by me.” 


— Page 133.| nam 


— St. John 14:6. 


Mary Is Glorified More Than Jesus Christ 


The Word of God: 
“In the Name of Jesus Christ... 
For there is no OTHER name 
under Heaven given to men, where- 
by we must be Saved.’’— The Acts 
8:6; 14:12 — “above ... every 
te — Ephesians 1:21. 
“For the Father also seeketh such 
to ADORE HIM.” 
— St. John 4:23, 24 
“Having therefore ... JESUS the 
Son of God... let us go therefore 
with confidence to the Throne of 
Grace: that we may obtain Mercy, 
and find Grace.” 
— To Hebrews 4:14-16. 


Mary Is the Gate To Heaven Instead of Jesus Christ 


Roman Catholic Church: 

“Mary is called ... the gate of 
Heaven because no one can enter 
that blessed Kingdom without pass- 
ing through HER.” -— Page 157. 


“The way of Salvation is open to}.. 


none otherwise than _ through 
MARY,” and since “Our Salvation 
is in the hands of Mary ... he who 
is protected by MARY will be 
Saved, he who is not will be lost.” 

— Pages 167, 168. 


The Word of God: 
“I am the door, by ME, if any man 
enter in, he shall be ae «© 6 o 
says Christ. — 8t. Joan 10:1, 7, 9. 
“Jesus saith to him, I am the Way 
. no man cometh to the Father 
but by ME,” “neither is there Sal- 
vation in any other.” 

— St. John 14:6; Acts 4:12. 
“For the SON of man is come to 
save that which was lost.” 

— St. Matthew 18:11. 


Mary Is Given the Power of Jesus Christ 


Roman Catholic Church: 
“All power is given to THEE in 
Heaven and on earth” so that “at 
the command of MARY all obey,— 
even God ...and thus... God 
has placed the whole Church... 
under the dominion of MARY.” 
— Pages 178, 179. 

“O wonderful mercy of our God 
who ... has given us His own 
Mother ... to be our Advocate” 
Mary saying (7) “after the title 
of ‘Mother of God,’” And she “is 
also the Advocate of the whole hu- 
man race ... for SHE can do 
what SHE wills with God.” 

— Pages 187, 192, 197. 


Roman Catholic Church: 

“MARY is the Peacemaker between 
sinners and God.’ Mary says, “I 
have been appointed by my Lord 
THE Peace-maker between sinners 


and God.” Thus, “Mary is the 
GREAT Peace-maker, who finds 
and obtains the _ reconciliation 


of enemies with God.” 
— Pages 199, 201. 


“We often more quickly obtain 
what we ask by calling on the 
name of MARY, than by invoking 
that of Jesus” for “She... is our 
Salvation, our Life, our Hope, our 
Counsel, our Refuge, our Help.” 
— Pages 259, 260, 262. 


Mary Is Given the Glory That 


Roman Catholic Church: 

“MARY . . is that Throne of 

Grace to which the apostle St. Paul, 

in his Epistle to the Hebrews, ex- 

horts us to fly with confidence .. ” 
—— Page 262. 


“The whole Trinity, O MARY, gave 
thee a name... above every other 
name, that in THY name, every 
knee should bow of things in Heav- 
en, on earth and under the earth.’ 

— Page 265. 


The Word of God: 
“ALL POWER is given to ME in 
Heaven and in earth,” so that “in 
the Name of JESUS every knee 
should bow,” “that in all things HE 
may hold the primacy.” — St. Matt. 
28:18; Phil. 2:9-11; Col. 1:18. 
“My little children, these things I 
write to you, that you may not 
sin. But, if any man sin, we have 
an ADVOCATE with the Father, 
JESUS CHRIST the Just: and HE 
is the propitiation for our sins: and 
not for ours only, but also for 
those of the WHOLE world.” 
—Iof St. John 2:1, 2. 


Mary Is the Peace-Maker Instead of Jesus Christ Our Peace 


The Word of God: - 

“But now in CHRIST JESUS, you, 
who sometimes were far off, are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
FOR HE IS OUR PEACE,” “Mak- 
ing Peace through the blood of His 
cross, both as to the things that 
are on earth, and the things that 
are in Heaven.” 

— Eph. 2:13, 14; Col. 1:20. 
“Hitherto you have not asked any- 
thing in MY Name. ASK, and you 
shall receive...” for “whatsoever 
we shall ask according to His Will, 
HE heareth us,” hence “he that be- 
lieveth not the SON, maketh HIM 
a Lidar.” 


— John 16:24; I of St. John 5:9-15. 


Alone Belongs To Jesus Christ! 


The Word of God: 
“Having therefore« > . JESUS the 
Son of God” as our “confidence” to 
“the Throne of Grace.” 

— To Hebrews 4:14-16. 
“God also hath highly exalted HIM, 
and hath given HIM a Name which 
is above all names, that in the 
Name of JESUS every knee should 
bow, of those that are in Heaven, 
on earth, and under the earth; 
And that every tongue should con- 
fess that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
in the Glory of God the Father.” 


— To Philippians 2:9-12. 


“WILL A MAN ROB GOD?” Yet, here we have the self-styled 
“Church of Peter” robbing GOD of “the Testimony which God hath 
testified of His SON.” St. Peter in all his recorded sermons or writ- 
ings not once makes reference to MARY but exalts his Lord and Sav-. 
iour exclusively. For the closing WORDS. of St. Peter were, “BUT 
GROW IN GRACE, AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD 
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. TO HIM BE GLORY BOTH NOW | 


Sifted For Service 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Then he was accorded the privilege 
of taking the health of Job, but he 
was not privileged to take Job’s 
life. He would gladly have killed 
Job if he could, but he couldn't. 
Thank God, our backslidings and 
our trials brought upon us by Sa- 
tan have limits set to them by the 
Lord, 


Take another example. In Sec- 
ond Corinthians the 12th chapter, 
we find that God conceded to Sa- 
tan the privilege of harassing Paul. 
We read in verse 7 of that chapter: 


“And lest I should be ex- -: 
alted above measure through 
the abundance of the revela- 
tions, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, the mes- 
senger of Satan to buffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above 
measure.” 


The Cause 


“That he may sift you as wheat.” 

The cause for God’s concession 
to Satan is not always revealed. It 
was revealed in the story of Job 
and that cause was to hush the 
gainsaying of Satan. It was 
through no personal fault of Job. 
The cause in the case of Samson 
falling in love with the wrong 
sweetheart was that God wanted to 
stir up Samson against the Philis- 
tines. The cause in the case of 
Paul was “lest I should be exalted 
above measure,” and the cause in 
the case of Simon Peter is the 
same, “that he may sift you as 
wheat.” If you read the context of 
that story you find that Simon 
Peter was very boastful and arro- 
gant and said, “Though all men 
shall be offended because of thee, 
yet will I never be offended.” The 
Lord knew that pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit 
before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). The 
Lord knew that arrogant, boastful 
spirit of Simon Peter was not suit- 
able for a great church leader who 
should eXemplify an humble, de- 
pendent spirit, and for that reason 
He gave Satan the privilege of 
sifting the arrogance out of Simon 
Peter. As Christians, we are con- 
stantly to bear in mind the warn- 
ing admonition of God through the 
apostle Paul: 

“Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall. 


“There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is com- 
mon to man: but God is faith- 
ful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (I Cor. 10:12, 13). 


The Course 


“Now Peter sat without in 
the palace: and a damsel came 
unto him, saying, Thou also 
wast with Jesus of Galilee. 

“But he denied before them 
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all, gaying, I know not what 
thou sa . 


“And when he was gone out 
into the porch, another maid 
saw him, and said unto them 
that were there, This fellow 
was also with Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 

“And again he denied with 
an oath, I do not know the 
man. 

“And after a while came un- 
to him they that stood by, and 
said to Peter, Surely thou also 
art one of them; for thy speech 
bewrayeth thee. 


“Then began he to curse and 
to swear, saying, I know not 
the man. And immediately the 
cock crew” (Matt. 26:69-74). 


The course that our sifting takes 
varies with different individuals. 
It came to Job through the medium 
of his property, health and do- 
mestic relations. It came to Sam- 
son through his love affair. It came 
to Paul in the way of physical in- 
firmity. It came to Simon Peter 
through his temper and habit of 
speech. The Scripture says that 
while he stood there about the 
camp-fire and this girl asked him 
repeatedly if he were one of the 
disciples, that he denied and ap- 
peared innocent of that about 
which she was speaking. Peter 
even went so far as to say that he 
didn’t know the Lord, and when 
pressed further, in a flash of anger 
and high temper, he began to 
“curse and to swear.” 

We must remember that Simon 
Peter .was a fisherman before he 
became a disciple. No doubt in his 
pre-disciple days he cultivated the 
habit of profanity and exercised 
very little restraint over his 
temper. Now, under the sifting 
hand of Satan, his lack of self- 
control portrayed itself through 
these same old channels. It has 
been my observation that men who 
drink or gamble or use profanity 
before they become Christians, do 
when they backslide after becom- 
ing Christians, and nearly always 
give expression to that backsliding 
by indulging in their old pre-dis- 
ciple habits. The man who drinks 
drinks again. The man who gam- 
bles, gambles again. The man who 
curses takes up profanity again. 
The man who smokes returns to 
his “bitter weed” and the man who 
has been immoral follows that 
path. 

How important even when we 
are not Christians to be careful of 
the habits we cultivate in our life. 


The Comfort 


“But I have prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not.” 

It is well for us to remember 
the statement of Scripture, “Known 
unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world” (Acts 
15:18). Likewise that “He knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that 
we are dust” (Psa. 103:14). The 
devil never catches God asleep, he 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


AND UNTO THE DAY OF ETERNITY, AMEN” (2 of St. Peter 3:18). 

St. Peter also said of false teachers, “But there were also false 
prophets among the people, even as there shall be among you lying 
teachers who shall bring in destructive heresies and deny the Lord who 


bought them: bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many 
shall follow their riotousness, through whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you. Whose judgment now of a long time linger- 
eth not, and their perdition slumbereth not” (2 of St. Peter 2:1-3). 
Very infrequently Mary is mentioned in the whole of the New Testa- 


ment and she claims no authority, no power, and is given no other 


glory than that of being “the mother of Jesus.” In fact Mary herself 


suggested to us in her own splendid testimony that instead of saving 


others she needed a Saviour, and Mary said, “My soul doth magnify 
the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour” (St. Luke 


1:46, 47). 


If Mary must need have Christ for her Saviour, and she did, how 
much more shall we hasten to put our trust in Him. “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy house” (Acts 16:31)’. 

Notice how the Roman Catholic Church constantly changes, teach- 


binding on all Catholics. 


ing and practicing doctrines that can not be found in the Word of God. 
The following list of events were officially adopted by a Church Coun- 
cil and proclaimed by the Pope as dogma of faith so that they became 


Prayer for the dead was instituted.........2.. el A.D. 330 
PeReTeee CEU Me Te OO TUS CPOGG acs. ioe ccccncceckcccccsccccesasseccneeee A.D. 330 
ES RUE R EE ODS OR Re TTD A.D. 600 
Adoration of Mary and Saints.......2...00000...0 0 ccccccccccc ccc ceeeceeeee A.D. 788 
Adoration of the cross, images and relics.........0.00..00........... A.D. 788 
SI a ae A.D. 965 
Fasting, lent, advent and Fridays.............000...00....cccoooceeeeeeeeeee A.D. 998 
BP Rar ON CO RR ia aa soe cen cee sckencccntcodbocsect A.D. 1000 
Marriage of Priests forbidden........ A.D. 1079 
NT Eien cs APO a ee eI Mise ck A.D. 1090 
INE Ee age a ce OO INE aR oe" A.D. 1190 
yh NER Fae aise San ne ge eeeaate A.D. 1215 
Transubstantiation of bread.... A.D. 1215 
Adoration of the wafer A.D. 1220 
Articular confession of sins to a Priest A.D. 1215 
Cup or wine forbidden to people at communion................ A.D, 1414 
Purgatory proclaimed #.D. 1438 
Apocryphal books added to the Bible A.D. 1546 
er taro Pr of A.D. 1845 
Infallibility of the Pope. be A.D. 1870 
Blessing of Auto cars (for a price)... e A.D. 1932 
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Sifted For Service 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


never catches God off guard, he 
never gets us to do something that 
God doesn’t already know about. 
The Lord was with Job and set 
the limits of Satan’s devastating 
work. He was with Joseph, work- 
ing out His own purposes. He was 
with Samson. He was with Paul. 
And here we find him promising 
to Simon Peter even as He pre- 
dicts, ‘‘But I have prayed for thee.”’ 
It carries us back to Psalm 37: 
23, 24: 

“The steps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord: and 
he delighteth in his way. 

“Though he fall, he shall not 
be utterly cast down: for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his 
hand.” ' 
It reminds us of Simon Peter’s 

statement that believers have an 
“Inheritance incorruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you who 
are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time” (I 
Pet. 1:4, 5). It reminds us of the 
benediction of Jude: 

“Now unto him that is able 
to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy. 

“To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen” (Jude 24: 
25). 

And it reminds us of Paul’s tri- 
umphant statement: 

“I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him 
against that day” (II Tim. 1: 
12). 

It reminds us also of Paul's 
statement in Il Timothy 4:18: 

“And the Lord shall deliver 
me from every evil work, and 
will preserve me unto his heav- 
enly kingdom: to whom be 
-glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

— II Tim. 4. 
It will be remembered that when 
Paul prayed that the thorn might 
be removed from his flesh, that 
messenger of Satan, God answered 
him, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is inede per- 
fect in weakness” (II Cor. 12:9). 
This answer on the part of the Lord 
found a glorious response in the 
heart of the apostle Paul for he 
says, “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest up- 
on me” (II Cor. 12:9). He want- 
ed the thorn to be removed but if 
he had to give up the power of 
Christ with the thorn, then he pre- 
ferred the thorn. It was better to 
be tempted, afflicted, tormented, 
buffeted and humiliated by the 
thorn but at the same time to enjoy 
grace and the power of God than 
not to have the thorn and not to 
have the power of God. | 
Too many Christians pray for 
patience but are unwilling to en- 
dure the fretting, irksome trial cf 
their faith! that develops patience. 
Too many Christians pray for pow- 
er but are unwilling to endure the 
burdens, the tasks and the strug- 
gle that develops power in a Chris- 
tian’s life. And it is a comforting 
thought that in all of our trials, 
temptations and _ . backslidings 
wherein Satan has been conceded 
the privilege of harassing us, that 
God is working out His own pur- 
poses and that Christ is with us 
there just the same as when we are 
not conscious of being tested by 
Satan. He was with the three He- 
brew children in the fiery furnace. 
He was with Daniel in the den of 
lions. He was with Paul. He was 
with Simon Peter that night at the 
camp fire. 


The Commission 


“When thou art _ converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.” 

Thank the Lord, Jesus didn’t say, 
“If you turn again,” but He said, 
“When you turn again.” Like every 
one of these other backsliders that 
God brought back, He knew that 
Simon Peter was going to come 
back and He commissioned him be- 
fore he even went into the sifting 
process as what he should do after 
that sifting process had run its 
course. 

“When thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.” 
Simon Peter lied, denied the 

Lord, swore and cursed, but when 
the ,rooster crowed and Simon 
Peter looked at the Lord and saw 
the Lerd looking at him as if to 
say, “Bimon, I told you so,” then 
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Simon thought thereon and he went 
out and wept bitterly. A few days 
later, by the Sea of Tiberias, after 
he had toiled all night and caught 
nothing, the Lord appeared on the 
shore, gave them a good break- 
fast and said to him again, “Simon 
Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these?’ — 
these nets, this old job of fishing, 
these old haunts, habits and occu- 
pations of your pre-disciple days — 
for Simon Peter had just gone back 
to what he was doing before he 
became a disciple of the Lord as 
is so frequently the case when a 
Christian backslides. Simon an- 
swered, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I love thee,”: and when He 
said to him the second time, “Si- 
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me?” Simon Peter responded, 
“Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I 
love thee.” And when the third 
time He said to Simon, “Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” 
Peter was grieved because He said 
it to him the third time, and he 
answered, “Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love 
thee.” 

If you and I, dear reader, had 
been sitting there and listening to 
that conversation, when the Lord 
asked him first, “Simon Peter, Si- 
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me?’ more than likely we would 
have turned up our nose in con- 
tempt, looked sneeringly at Simon 
Peter and under our breath said, 
“Yes, you do love him, I must say 
you do! A man that will curse and 
swear like you did!’” And when the 
second time Peter affirmed his de- 
votion to the Lord we would have 
probably nudged each other in the 
ribs and remarked one to the other, 
“That old. hypocrite, talk about 
loving the Lord the way he cursed 
and swore and took on at the camp 
fire and denied that he even knew 
Him!” And when the third time 
Peter so solemnly affirmed his love 
for the Lord our indignation and 
contempt would have gone beyond 
the bounds of control and we 
would likely have walked off in 
utter disgust and remarked to our 
neighbors that that old cursing, 
lying preacher is down there talk- 
ing about how he loves the Lord! 
And if it were announced that he 
was going to fill the pulpit of our 
church the following Sunday, more 
than likely we-would have slan- 
dered him to everybody in the com- 
munity, telling about how we ab- 
solutely wouldn’t go to the church 
and hear such a preacher preach. 
We would have branded him as a 
hypocrite of the first rank and the 
deepest dye. It is not impossible 
that we would have denied that 
he had ever known the Lord in 
regeneration and redemption, and 
we would have consigned him to 
the lowest hell. 

But thank God, the Lord knew 
better. The Lord knew that Simon 
Peter was just “a brother over- 
taken in a fault,” just a servant be- 
ing “sifted” at the camp fire. The 
Lord knew before it took -place 
what was going to happen and so 
now he merely called Simon Peter 
back to service in tender tones of 
love and sent him back to fulfill 
the commission, ‘“‘When thou art 
converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren.” And a few days later when 
on the day of Pentecost the Lord 
needed someone to turn three thou- 
sand souls from their sins, He sent 
the Holy Spirit power upon Simon 
Peter, that old cussing preacher. 


Gannett : 


Grace Sufficient 


For All 
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THE SWORD OF LORD 


Editor at Des Moines 


The editor is now at Des Moines, 
Iowa, in revival services at the 
Des Moines Gospel Temple, and, 
God willing, will be here through 
December 15th. The Temple is 
down-town, at 313 Fourth Street, 
a nice, remodeled theater building 
with lots of room, across the street 
from the big Slavey and Kirkwood 
Hotels. Pastor Harold W. Nelson 
is doing a fine work. He-is a Bap- 
tist minister who has taken this 
independent fundamental church. 

Last night after the service a 
married man came with his wife to 
see me. Her sister knows my 
daughter Grace at Moody Bible In- 
stitute, at Chicago. I found the 
man unsaved, though a high class 
gentleman. His heart was open, 
and soon he accepted the Saviour. 
As his attractive grown daughter 
came to join the group he took her 
in his arms and said, “I have tak- 
en the Lord!’”’ And she said, “I 
have been praying you would!” 

Yesterday the pastor’s wife and 
another minister’s wife went visit- 
ing and found a woman who had 
“been a Christian all her life.” 
When shown that each one must be 
born again, that confirmation, bap- 
tism, church membership and good 
living could never save a soul, ac- 
cording to the third chapter of 
John, she exclaimed, “Why didn’t 


ago?” Why not indeed? Some 
preachers, who never teach people 
they must have a new heart, must 
personally take Christ as Saviour 
in a definite transaction, will have 
lots of explaining to do when they 
meet Jesus Christ! Church mem- 
ber, are you sure you have trusted 
in Jesus alone to save, and have 
been born again? 

Wednesday night a dear woman 
came forward publicly to claim 
Christ as her Saviour. “I have 
two girls that I want saved; they 
are back there,’’ she said. Soon 
the girls came to accept Christ, 
then a young man and an older 
man. Then an old man tormented 
with his past and his wasted life 
came to find peace. I think he 
had been saved, but needed the as- 
surance of the Word of God. 
Thursday night the same woman 
brought a troubled friend, a Cath- 
olic man who earnestly sought the 
Lord, and clearly and happily trust- 
ed Him and claimed Him. Another 
young man was saved also. 

We pray God may give a blessed 
revival with scores saved, and to 
that end we ask your earnest 
prayers. 

--—-—— -EQ--- ---- 


Can You Name Me? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Sage over and over again. Even 
now the _ Saviour’s invitation: 
“Come unto me” is ringing in your 
ears. You never intend to be 
eternally lost. You expect to be 
saved some day, and you enter- 
tain thoughts of being with and 
like the Saviour for all eternity. 

But I am holding you back. I 
am preventmg you from definitely 
deciding to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your personal Saviour. 
If I continue to do so until the 
Messenger of Death calls you, it 
will be forever too late for you to 
be saved — you will perish. 

It remains to be seen whether or 
not you are going to break the 
hold which I have upon you. After 
hearing my honest confession, and 
listening to my faithful warning, 
are you going to remain negligent? 
There is one way by which I may 
be overcome; that is by immedi- 


The other evening I was riding } ate, definite action. The power and 


home after a heavy day’s work. I 
felt weary and sore depressed, 
when swiftly, suddenly, as a light- 
ning flash, came “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee.’ I reached home 
and looked it up in the original, 
and it came with an emphasis on 
the sufficient, and I said, “I should 
think it is, Lord,” and burst out 
laughing. 

I never fully understood what the 
holy laughter of Abraham was un- 
til then. It seemed to make un- 
belief so absurd. It was as if some 
little fish, being very thirsty, was 
troubled about drinking the river 
dry, and Father Thames said, 
“Drink away, little fish; my stream 
is sufficient for thee.” Oh it 
seemed like a little mouse in the 
granaries of Egypt after seven 
years of plenty, fearing that it 
might die of famine. Joseph might 
say: “Cheer up, little mouse; my 
wheat store is sufficient for thee.” 

Again I imagined a man away 
up yonder mountain saying to 


opportunity are yours. Act now! 

“How shall we escape, if we ne- 
glect so great salvation; which at 
the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard Him” (Heb. 
2:3). 

“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; 
for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation” 
(II Cor. 6:2). 

“Choose you this day.” 

— Tom M. Olson 


himself, ‘I fear I shall exhaust all 
the oxygen in the atmosphere.” 
But the earth might say: “Breathe 
away, O man, and fill thy lungs 
ever; my atmosphere is sufficient 
for thee.” 

Brethren, be great believers! 
Little faith will bring your souls 
to heaven, but great faith will 
bring heaven to your souls. 

CO, H.. 8ouraeon. 


somebody tell me that a long time 
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PAGE THREE 


A BIBLE AND A COMMENTARY IN ONE VOLUME 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


EDITED BY REV. C. |. SCOFIELD, D.D. 


Assisted by Eminent Scholars 


HELPS ON THE PAGES WHERE NEEDED 


With a New System of Connected Topical References to all of 
the Greater Themes of Scripture, with Annotations, Revised Mar- 
ginal Renderings, Summaries, Definitions, Index. To which aré 
added: Explanations of Seeming Discrepancies, and a New Sys- 
tem of Paragraphs, a Panoramic View of the Bible and Bible 
Chronology, with 12 Colored Maps and Index to Maps. 


Made in Two Sizes, Identically the Same, Page For Page, 
Except for Size of Type 


HANDY SIZE EDITION 
7 # 434 inches 
Specimen of type 
14 And the *Word was 
fiesh, and dwelt among us, (} 
beheld his glory, tne giory as 


~ LARGER SIZB EDITION 
& « 5% inches 
Specimen of type 
14 And the *Word we 


flesh, and dwelt among us, | 
beheld his glory, the glot-- ’ 


Genuine leather, overlapping cover, 
round corners, red under gold 
edges. Only % of an inch thick. 


Handy Size, No. 33X......$65.00 
Larger Size, No. 83X....$7.00 


Concordance Editions 
Same as above, but have also a 
concordance, subject index and dic- 
tionary of Scripture proper names. 
Only % of an inch thick. 
Handy Size, No. 133X...$6.50 
Larger Size, No. 183X..$8.50 


DE LUXE GIFT BIBLES. As Nos. 
133X and 183X, but bound in fine 
Persian grained leather, with 
leather lined to edge cover. 
Handy Size, No. 157X....$8.00 
Larger Size, No. 177X..$10.00 


ANTIQUE CALF, basket weave 
grain, button clasp. 


Handy Size, No. 156X..$10.60 


MOROCCO, pebbled grain, half 

circuit, blue, brown or black. 
Handy Size, No. 169X..$13.00 
Larger Size, No. 129X..$15.00 


SPECIAL 


D. L. Moody Centenary Edition of 
The Scofield Reference Bible 


It is printed with large type on fine white Bible paper, and 


bound in a soft, limp, flexible cover, in a rich shade of maroon. 
Straight edges, with round corners, gold edges, gold stamped, 
one maroon and one white silk bookmark. Size 8 x 5% inches. 
Truly a beautiful gift, and one that will endure a life-time. 
This specially bound Centenary edition sells for 
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These Styles With New Zipper Bindings 


The zipper device used, opens and closes smoothly 
and will not get out of order. It gives the Bible a 
neat appearance and protects its edges. Allow- 
ance is made for the carrying of some notes or 
papers which will not drop out as the zipper de- 
vice keeps the Bible securely closed. 
No. Z133X, As No. 133X 

No. Z183X, As No. 183X 


Improved Thumb Index at 560c extra. Lettering a name in gold, 
50c extra. 


$7.50 
$9.50 


Bound in cloth, boards, red edges, 


seem) 1% inch thick. 


The following are printed on the 


"2 new Ultrathin Oxford India paper. 


“ees! Thinner than any made before yet 


ma the paper is just as opaque and 
ee, strong. 

Handy Size, No. 30........................... 
Larger Size, No. 80..............-.....--.---0 


Has all the helps and references that the more 


expensive Bibles have. 


Pocket Testaments 
Lovely, Small, India Paper, Good Type 


No. 0360X. Imitation leather divinity®circuit, round corners, red edges. . $1.00 
No. 0119X. Imitation leather, limp, round corners, red edges $1.00 
No. 0131X. French Morocco, divinity circuit, round corners, red under 

gold edges... eee ae : 7 $1.50 
No. 10. New Testament and Psalms. Bible paper, contains harmony 

of the gospels .. .75e 
No. 10X. Same as No. 10, but India paper $1.00 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


(Please Specify Number When You Order) 


512 W. FRANKLIN ST. 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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E* P ihecaaaity a Seg the 
Bar of Heaven 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


bad and useless. What does one 
do with rotten fruit? One simply 
throws it out! Listen, this is not 
my estimate of humanity; this is 
God’s estimate of humanity — use- 
less, irrevocably bad, spoiled fruit! 
I would rather have God’s word and 
God’s estimate of the true condition 
of things than to be lulled to sleep 
by some vain philosophy and wake 
up in eternity without Christ! Well, 
God says the human heart is like 
spoiled fruit. ‘Out of the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, adul- 
teries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
‘ Jasciviousness, an evil eye, blas- 
phemy, pride, foolishness: All these 
evil things come from within, and 
defile the man” (Mark 7:21-23). 

Friends, I keep pounding away 
on this thing — the total depravity 
of the human, natural heart. I 
know it isn’t popular but I do not 
care. All this is the background of 
the human heart, which is deceit- 
ful and desperately wicked. Here 
in the third chapter of Romans we 
have a divine, candid camera shop, 
a photo God takes by the Holy 
Spirit to show you your heart as it 
is before God and in God’s sight 
so that you might flee to the foun- 
tain of cleansing, the precious blood 
shed on the cross of Calvary nine- 
teen hundred years ago. 


“What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 


You can go to the universities 
and study, you can read the finest 
writings and philosophies of men; 
you can go to the libraries saturat- 
ed with the learnings of men down 
through the ages, and you will nev- 
er find any other remedy for the 
old deceitful, unclean human heart 
other than the cross of Calvary, for 
without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission of sin (Heb. 9:22). 

I was in a conference a short 
time ago and a sailor boy came 
to me at the close of the hour and 
said, “Brother Fuller, I heard you 
in Honolulu and I was saved. 
There is one thing I remember in 
_your message and that was this: 

Out .of the radio loud-speaker 
came these words, ‘Without the 
shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission for sin,’ and I could not 
get away from it and God saved 
me.” 

That is why I love to give you 
this Word of Faith. Through faith 
you are saved. 

Now in verses 13 to 15 God is 
speaking as a Physician. That is 
why I asked you a little while ago 
if you had ever been to a doctor. 
He says, “Let me see your tongue.” 
You stick out your tongue and he 
puts a stick on it and looks down 
your throat. “Say, ‘AH.’” So the 
Great Physician looks at the human 
throat. Here it is in verses 13 to 
15: “Their throat is an open sepul- 
chre.” Biess your heart, that means 
death, decay, moral stench, if you 
please. I know all this is not 
pleasant and it would be terrible to 
expose all this unless you had a 
remedy. How awful it would be to 
go to the doctor and he would tell 
you that you were sick but he had 
no remedy. I am telling you, the 
human heart is sick, it is deceit- 
ful and desperately wicked. But on 
the other hand, thank God, we have 
the only remedy for time and eter- 
nity and that is the blood of Je- 
Sus Christ. Oh, listen, the throat 
is an open sepulchre. 
~ Notice again what the Scripture 
says, “With their tongues they 
have used deceit.” A good doctor, 
by looking at your tongue, can tell 
something of your physical condi- 
tion. I have talked with business 
men and they tell me how difficult 
it is in these days to trust a man, 


to take him at his word, for with 
their tongues they use decelt. Men 
are habitual, practiced liars 

Notice again what it says, “The 
poison of asps is under their lips.” 
Have you ever seen a rattlesnake’s 
fangs?» A rattlesnake, with his 
head back, strikes the enemy and 
his two needle-like fangs go into 
the flesh, then he gives a little 
jerk, and pulls back and the ven- 
omous poison is injected into the 
victim. Now notice what it says: 
“The poison of asps is under their 
lips. Whose mouth is full of curs- 
ing and bitterness.” I want to tell 
you something. I spent eighteen 
months in some coal mines in a 
certain section in California when 
I was a young fellow, and believe 
me when I say that the air was 
constantly, continually full of curs- 
ing and much bitterness. I be- 
came saturated in that atmosphere, 
I am sorry to say. We are told in 
Psalms 10:7: “His mouth is full 
of cursing and deceit and fraud. 
Under his tongue is mischief and 
vanity.” 

And then the 15th verse of the 
3rd chapter of Romans says — the 
Physician still speaking — “Their 
feet are swift to shed blood.” Their 
feet run to evil and make haste to 
shed innocent blood. Listen to me. 
Murder is a common thing today. 
Life is held cheaply. Why, listen, 
such expressions as “Bump him 


off,” “Put him on the spot,” “Take |" 


him for a ride,” “Liquidate him,” 
are common today. Life is held 
mighty cheaply today. I do not 
have the statistics with me, but I 
believe in America more murder is 
enacted here per thousand than in 
any other country in the world. I 
just give that out as a passing 
word. 

Listen. As it was in the days of 
Noah — great violence filled the 
earth —as it was in the days of 
Noah, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. I believe we 
are on the threshold of the closing 
days of this dispensation. As it 
was in the days of Noah, we are 
beginning to see a time of violence 
and murder, deceit and destruction. 
Oh, we need to preach the gospel. 
We need to tell men and women to 
repent and be reconciled to God. 
There was never such an hour to 
preach the gospel as now. May you 
help us to get it out further and 
further and send the sweet story 
to the four corners of the earth. 

Look at verses 16 to 18 quickly. 
God is speaking as a Divine His- 
torian. In verse 16 He says, “De- 
struction and misery are in their 
ways.’ One has only to look at 
war-torn Europe and China and see 
the daily papers to know this. 


And then again, “The way of 
peace have they not known.” In 
the 6th chapter of the book of Rev- 
elation we are told that some time 
in the closing days of this age, the 
age of grace, the dispensation of 
grace, a man is going forth upon 
a red horse “and power was given 
to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the earth, and that they 
should kill one another.” I don’t 
know, I may be sadly mistaken, but 
somehow I think we are just about 
at the end, at least we have the 


Mearmarks of it anyway. 


And then summing up the whole 
thing, verse 18 says, “There is no 
fear of God before their eyes.” 
That is the reason why humanity 
is as itis. There is no fear of God 
before their eyes, Speaking of fear, 
the Scripture says, “The fear of 
God is the beginning of wisdom.” 
That means. reverence for God. 
Listen«to me. Sunday has been 
turned into a holiday, and instead 
of going to places of worship, peo- 
ple are going to places of pleas- 
ure—“lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God.” Oh, that we would 
stop men in their tracks and get 
them back to the old mourner’s 
bench! Unless America gets back 
to the mourner’s bench, God have 
mercy on us! Oh, the trouble with 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Will God Condemn 

“Timid” Christians 

Who Don’t Win Souls? 
BY THE EDITOR 


A Christian friend writes about 
personal soul winning saying, “I 
was able to enjoy several of your 
radio messages and was greatly 
blessed by them. Some of them 
hit home pretty hard regarding 
soul winning. I have such a com- 
plex about speaking to anyone 
about his soul. I’m afraid of say- 
ing the wrong thing, or afraid Ill 
be asked a question I'll be unable 
to answer. I feel I do not know my 
Bible well enough and will do more 
harm than good. When I was first 
converted I tried speaking to others 
regarding their souls, and so often 
was bewildered and confused my- 
self over their questions. I do pray 
for sinners, and try to live a 
Christ-like life before them, but 
that is as far as my soul winning 
goes. I have prayed about this, 
and have concluded that God will 
not condemn me for my inability to 
speak to others. Do you think I’m 
right?” 

I gave. the following answer to 
this woman and trust it will show 
others how wrong it is to make 
excuses for not winning souls. 
“Dear Mrs. P ; 
“I thank you for your letter of 
November 5. In it you say, ‘I have 
such a complex about speaking to 
anyone about his soul. I’m afraid 
of saying the wrong thing .. .’ 
etc. You say, ‘I have prayed about 
this, and have concluded that God 
will not condemn me for my in- 
ability to speak to others. Do you 
think I’m right?’ 

“I must answer honestly that I 
know you are wrong. I do not 
mean that God will send you to 
Hell for doing wrong about this. 
If you have trusted Christ for sal- 
vation, then you are saved; and 
that is settled wholly because 
Christ died for you and because 
you trusted in Him. But now that 
you are saved, there can be no 
doubt that God wants you to win 
souls. In Matthew 4:19 Jesus said, 
‘Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.’ Revelation 22:17 
says, ‘Let him that heareth say, 
Come.’ There can be no shadow of 
doubt but that every Christian is 
commanded to help win souls. 

“You say you are timid. Do you 
suppose that if you were bold with 
a natural human boldness, you 
would be a better soul winner? 


this fair land of ours is that men 
are trying every way out but the 
Way which is Christ and Him cru- 
cified, 

In closing I want to say this. 
The day of wrath and judgment is 
coming. Have you availed your- 
self of a place of refuge in Christ 
Jesus? Noah did back in the days 
of the flood when the ark was pre- 
pared and the door was opened and 
God said, “Come, Noah, into the 
ark.” Oh, the days of grace are 
fast coming to a close and He is 
saying to all, “Come into the Ark, 
Christ Jesus.” Some day the Ark 
will be closed, and the day of grace 
will be over and then the great trib- 
ulation, such as the world never 
saw, will break on this old earth. 
Are you ready? Let me say this to 
you, “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in 
time of trouble” (Psa. 46:1). “I 
will sing of thy power; yea, I will 
sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning: for thou hast been my de- 
fence and refuge in the day of my 
trouble” (Psa. 59:16). “‘And there 
shall be a tabernacle for a shadow 
in the day time from the heat, and 
for a place of refuge, and for a 
covert from storm and from rain” 
(Isa. 4:6). Will you come into the 
place of refuge? 

PRAYER: Our Father, we have 
poured out from thy Word tonight. 
May the Holy Spirit bring convic- 
tion in thousands of hearts and we 
will give Thee the glory for we ask 
it in His name. Amen. 

(Editor’s note: If you who read 
this are unconverted, and will here 
and now trust Christ as Saviour 
and refuge, with all your heart, 
will you not write and tell us so? 
How happy Mr. Fuller would be 
to know! We will faithfully send 
him word, if you will write this 
editor that you have trusted Christ 
as your own Saviour today. Make 
sure! Confess your sin, your wick- 
ed heart, your lost condition, and 
teday trust the Saviour who died 
for sinners! 
Editor John 


Franklin St. Wheaton, Mlinois?) 


For Christmas Gifts 


A lady writes, “Are you going 
to make a special offer for Christ- 
mas?” No, we cannot make a spe- 
cial offer at this time. But what 
better bargain would you want 
than a whole year’s subscription 
for $1.00, or better yet, three years 
for only $2.00. The paper will be 
kept at the low price of a dollar 
a year, if possible, so all can read 
it. That makes it cost less than 
two cents a copy. Why not send 
The Sword to a long list of rela- 
tives and friends for Christmas? 
If you like, we will send a Christ- 
mas card and say you subscribed. 
If you can make it for three years 


Not at all! Soul winning is not 
so much a matter of natural talents 
and gifts. It is not done by per- 
sonality, by human wisdom, by edu- 
cation. Soul winning is done by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
the Word of God. 


“Your trouble is not your timidi- 
ty. It is just the same trouble 
that everybody else has who does 
not win souls. You need to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and then He 
will guide you to do what He told 
you to do in the Word of God. 


‘“‘Dear friend, don’t make alibis 


land excuses for disobeying the 


Lord. He wants to give you the 
greatest blessing you have ever 
had. Please, I beg you, acknowl-. 
edge to yourself and to God that 
you have sinned in this matter, 
and then ask Him to open the way, 
to show you what to say, to give 


you boldness, and ask Him to give: 


the results. 


“My plain speech is in love, and 
I trust God will give you the great 
joy of winning souls. 
“In His name, yours, 
John R. Rice”’ 


each, you add many blessings and 
get a bigger bargain. 

Did you save the big four-page 
catalogue of books, Bibles, Christ- 
mas cards, etc., two weeks ago? If 
you don’t have it, write for an- 
other. Order from The Sword Book 
Room, Bibles or gift books, Christ- 
mas cards, wall mottoes. We have 
the finest, soundest Christmas 
books, will send your order at once. 
If not listed in our ads, we can get 
any sound Christian book in print 
in America, if you give title, pub- 
lisher and price. We suggest you 
order many “BIBLE FACTS 
ABOUT HEAVEN,” the 68-page 
gift book by Editor John R. Rice, 
at 25c a copy; five copies $1.00. 
We will be glad to suggest. 

Do good this Christmas; give 
gifts that speak for God, and that 
will not soon be forgotten, but will 


be a continuous blessing. 


SUBSCRIBE 
The Sword of the Lord 
$1.00 a Year — 3 Years, $2.00 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 


For Christian Workers 


Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness League for mem- 
bership and will promise to prayer- 
fully distribute no less than 600 
tracts a year will receive free 500 
assorted tracts postpaid free. The 
membership dues in the league is 
$1.00 a year. Send for free samples 
today. 


The Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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With Your Own Name 
Printed to Order on 25 
Beautiful Christmas 
Folders 


(4 Thicknesses) 


Scripture verses. 
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Christ Honoring 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Five different kinds in the assortment. 
several colors; some have Bible scenes, some Christmas scenes, but all have 
These 25 cards printed with your name, with envelopes for 
mailing, all in nice box. Postpaid to you for only............. 

(100 for $4.00) \ 


For others who prefer to sign each card, we have the following lovely values: 


NO. 2 ASSORTMENT 


Box of 12 Christmas folders, all with Scripture verses and lovely scenes. 
Envelopes for mailing. Metallic inserts. 
folders and six 5c folders, postpaid, only.............. 


NO. 3 ASSORTMENT 


22 beautiful cards, with Scripture verses sa be 
colors, suitable for Christians at Christmas. h 
Really a $1.90 value. 
Box of 22 folders, with envelopes, postpaid, only...... $1.00 
Order your Christmas cards early 
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Two beautiful scenes to each card, 


$1.00 


Six 10c¢ 
.. .50¢ 


This is an actual 90c value. 


Beautiful scenes and 
5e folders, twelve 10c fold- 
We guarantee 
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etallic inserts. 
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